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FOLLOWING IS CHIANG MAI 0196 SENT ACTION BANGKOK 1 1 AUG, 
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SUBJECT: STUDENT SYMPATHY RALLY OVER ARRESTS OF 
NORTHERN ACTIVISTS. 


1. SUMMARY: STUDENT DEMONSTRATION PROTESTING ARRESTS IN 
LAMPHUN AND MURDERS OF FARM LEADERS IS ON WANE AS CM 
UNIV STUDENT COUNCIL HAS URGED RETURN TO CLASSES. NEVER- 
THELESS, LOCAL GOVT HAS SUFFERED EMBARRASSMENT OF NATIONAL 
ATTENTION WHICH HAS DAMAGED CITIZEN CONFIDENCE IN ITS 
ABILITY TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FROM LAWLESS ELEMENTS AND 
MAY LEAD TO FURTHER ASSIGNMENT SHAKE-UP AMONG PROVINCIAL 
OFFICIALS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER FIVE DAYS OF LUKE- WARM DEMONSTRATIONS, CM UNIV 
STUDENTS HAVE ZEEN ASKED BY STUDENT COUNCIL TO RETURN TO 
CLASSES AUG 11. ALL EXCEPT MEDICAL STUDENTS AND TTC ARE 
REPORTEDLY COMPLYING ALTHOUGH SOME MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED 
DIFFICULTY GAI ING PHYSICAL ENTRY THIS MORNING AS LOCKS 
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ON CLASSROOM DOORS HAD BEEN JAMMED WITH BAMBOO STICKS. 
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COURSE OF DEMONSTRATION AT THA PAE GATE SAW CROWDS 
NUMBERING APPROXIMATELY 600 ON FIRST EVENING (AUG 6) 

WITH ONLY 10 HAVING KEPT VIGIL THROUGHOUT THAT NIGHT. 

NEXT EVENING DREW SMALLER CROWD WHICH EXPERIENCED IN- 
JURIES TO FIVE PARTICIPANTS WHEN BOMB WAS THROWN BY 
UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS. PARTICIPANTS HAVE NOW MOVED TO 
SAFER GROUND OF SALA KLANG WHERE SOME 75 PEOPLE REMAIN 
AS OF NOON AUG 11. 

3. CHANGE IN COURSE OF CM UNIV SUPPORT FOR DEMONSTRA 
TION WAS PROMPTED BY REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF 
VARIOUS FACULTIES WHO WENT TO LAMPHUN TO GATHER FACTS 
ON ARRESTS. AT AUL 8 MEETING STUDENT COUNCIL DECIDED 
TO URGE RE-OPENING OF CLASSES AND PASSED THREE-POINT 
RESOLUTION DEMANDING THAT GOVERNMENT CONDUCT OPEN 
INVESTIGATION FARMERS' KILLINGS, STATING THAT COUNCIL 
AGREED TO COURT HANDLING CHARGES AGAINST THOSE ARRESTED 
AND URGING THAT ALL STUDENTS BE VIGILANT IN SEEING THAT 
JUSTICE BE DONE IN TRIALS OF THE ARRESTED. 

4. ALTHOUGH MAIN THRUST OF DEMONSTRATION WAS DISSI- 
PATED, ATTENTION DROWN TO NORTH HAS NOT BEEN FAVORABLE, 
AND MAY LEAD TO A SHAKE-UP IN PROVINCIAL OFFICES HERE. 
BANGKOK HAS ALREADY THREATENED RELEASE OF PROVINCIAL 
POLICE COMMANDERS IF THEY CANNOT STLVE MURDERS. 
CONSULATE HAS ALSO LEARNED THAT SEVERAL GOVERNORS WILL 
SOON BE TRANSFERRED— CHIAN G RAI AND CHIANG MAI HAVE 
BEEN MENTIONED IN ADDITION TO LAMPHUN- WHICH MAY BE 
RELATED TO BANGKOK DISCONTENT WITH UP-COUNTRY PRACTICES. 

THERE PERHAPS IS NO CONNECTION WITH HIS HANDLING OF 
FARMERS’ DISCONTENT. BUT GOV. ASA, WHO AS RECENTLY AS 
LAST WEEK TOLD CONSUL HE EXPECTED TO STAY CHIANG MAI AT 
I EAST ONE YEAR MORE, IS NOW SLATED TO BECOME DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OF DOLA (TO BE REPLACED BY A MR. CHALAW, DEPUTY 
DG RURAL ADMIN MIN. INT. AND VICE RECTOR NAI AMPHUR 
ACADEMY BANGKOK). 

5. REACTIONS AMONG LOCAL POPULATION TO DEMONSTRATIONS 
HAS GENERALLY BEEN NEGATIVE. USIS BPAO LEARNED THAT 
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LOCAL NEWSPAPER EDITORS MET OVER WEEKEND TO CONSIDER 
EMBARGO OF REPORTING ON LOCAL DEMONSTRATION IN ATTEMPT 
TO DISCOURAGE STUDENTS FROM CONTINUING PROTEST AND 
RESTORE CALM TO CITY. PAPERS CONTINUE TO CARRY STORIES. 
HOWEVER, SO WE CAN ONLY ASSUME UNPRECEDENTED STEP WAS 
NOT TAKEN. 

6. ON SATURDAY THERE APPEARED IN DOWNTOWN AREA POSTERS 
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URGING STUDENTS TO END DEMONSTRATION. ASKED BY CONSUL 
WHO WAS PAYING FOR PUBLICITY, MAYOR RUANG NIMMANHAEMIN 
BLAMED IT ON GENERAL KRIT SAWARA SAYING KRIT IS UNWISELY DIS- 
PENSING MONEY TO EXTREMIST GROUPS OF LEFT AND RIGHT, 

THUS KEEPING POLITICAL POT BOILING. DEPUTY BPP AREA 5 
COMMANDER LT. COL. PIMON CONJECTURED, HOWEVER, THAT 
KGB HAS EXPANDED ACTIVITIES IN NORTH AND IS INFLUENTIAL 
IN STIRRING UP CURRENT DISCONTENT. (NOTE: THIS IS 
FIRST OCCASION WE HAVE HEARD CONCERN EXPRESSED BY PIMON 
ABOUT KGB UP-COUNTRY ACTIVITIES.) 

7. ONE MINOR REPERCUSSION IS WAVE OF CONCERN AMONG 
WEALTHY ABOUT POSSIBLE KIDNAPPINGS THEIR CHILADREN. AN 
EXCLUSIVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LAST WEEK REPORTEDLY RE- 
CEIVED CALL WARNING THERE PLANS AFOOT TO KIDNAP CHILDREN 
OF LANDHOLDERS. SINCE THIS OCCURRED AT SAME TIME AS 
TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN KUALA LUMPHUR WERE BEING MUCH 
PUBLICIZED, PARENTS FEARED THEIR CHILDREN MIGHT BE TAKEN 
HOSTAGES AGAINST RELEASE OF THE NINE ARRESTED. SEVERAL 
SCHOOLS SUBSEQUENTLY ASKED THAT PARENTS THEMSELVES 
FETCH CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL RATHER THEN RELY UPON PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION. 

8. COMMENT: WHILE GOVT APPEARS TO HAVE WEATHERED THIS 
LATEST PROTEST, IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT NEWLY-AWAKENED 
POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF FARMERS WILL BE CONTINUING 
PROBLEM. IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW LAND REFORM ACT, 
TENANT-LANDLORD BITTERNESS, DISPUTES OVER WATER RIGHTS, 
LACK OF ARABLE LAND FOR GROWING POPULATION, AND PLE- 
THORA OF OTHER FARM PROBLEMS DEFY AMICABLE SOLUTIONS. 
EARLY IN CURRENT DISPUTE RTG NOTED FEDERATIONS OF 
FARMERS, UNLIKE THOSE OF WORKERS (WHICH COME UNDER 
LABOR PROTECTION ACT OF 1972), ARE NOT AUTHORIZED BY 
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ANY PARTICULAR LEGISLATION. IMPLICATION WAS THEIR 
LEADERS, SINCE THEY HAVE NOT BEEN REGISTERED WITH OR 
CLEARED BY MIN. INTERIOR AS HAVE LABOR LEADERS, 

ARE NOT 

EASY TO IDENTIFY AND PROTECT. OUTCOME OF CURRENT 
UPROAR MIGHT BE NEW LEGISLATION EXTENDING RTG RECOGNI- 
TION, PROTECTION, AND (IMPLIED) "GUIDANCE" TO FARMER 
GROUPS. 

HARBIN 

UNQUOTE 

WHITEHOUSE 
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